
David Conley offers a 
profoundly insightful 

and clear blueprint for 
designing high schools that 
will prepare students for post-
secondary success.  Anyone 
interested in supporting and 
leading schools—principals, 
superintendents, school 
leadership coaches—will 
benefit from College and 
Career Ready.”
—�Sue Fine, executive director, �
The Urban Assembly Schools Network

This book is one stop 
shopping for all crucial 

college and career readiness 
concepts and components. 
Complete with in-depth 
descriptions of numerous 
exemplary schools, College 
and Career Ready will be 
indispensable to policymakers, 
administrators, and teachers 
who seek to implement 
comprehensive college 
readiness initiatives in a 
variety of state and school 
contexts.”
—�Michael Kirst, professor emeritus, 
Stanford University

David Conley is a 
powerful and articulate 

voice on the critical subject of 
college and career readiness.  
His new book serves as a 
substantive and practical 
guide, with both research 
and case studies, for those 
of us who are on the front 
lines of the effort to transform 
our schools and ready our 
students for the future.” 
—�Jim Nelson, executive director, �
AVID Center

Help all 
students 
succeed 
beyond high school
HIGH SCHOOLS ACROSS THE NATION are beginning to 
recognize that a student’s long-term success will be determined 
by his or her ability to continue learning. 

College and Career Ready, by researcher and educational 
policy expert David T. Conley, explains the rationale and the 
methods for redesigning high schools to focus on college and 
career readiness skills.  The book offers:

•	 evidence for why high schools need to change their focus 

•	 research-validated descriptions of the knowledge and skills 
today’s high school students need

•	 practical methods that faculty can use to enhance the 
readiness of their students

•	 guidelines high schools can use to improve their alignment 
with postsecondary requirements

•	 numerous examples of high schools currently doing these 
things well

•	 lesson samples designed to develop and assess a student’s 
cognitive development over time
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